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PllEFACE. 



Having visited several of the Elementary 
Schools in the Kingdom of Saxony this 
summer, and having studied the system fol- 
lowed out in them, it occurred to me that a 
glance into the work there would be interest- 
ing to those engaged in National Education 
in England. 

If this little book can be useful and in- 
teresting to the masters and mistresses of 
our Elementary Schools, I shall be glad. 

And I hope my suggestion for providing 
Compulsory Education for boys after they 
have finished the ordinary course required by 
the Education Act will meet with approval. 

I beg to return my sincere thanks to all 
who have in any way assisted me in collecting 
this information — to His Excellence Minister 
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vi Preface, 

Von Gerber, Minister of Public Worship and 
Education to the King of Saxony, for per- 
mission to visit the schools, and especially to 
Herr Geheimerath Gilbert, to Herr Geheime- 
Schulrath F. W. Kochel, and to Herr 
Schulrath Dr. Hahn, for their extreme kind- 
ness in assisting me to attain my object; 
to Herr Director Reichardt, Herr Director 
Kretchmar, Herr Kaplan Director Buck, 
Herr Kaplan Director Dressner, Herr Direc- 
tor Rockstroh, and to all the Directors, 
Masters, and Mistresses of the various 
schools I visited, for their great kindness 
and courtesy in allowing me to be present in 
the class-rooms during the hours of instruc- 
tion, and for giving me all the information I 
required. 

Castle Bobo, Enniscorthy. 
December y 1880. 
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ELEMENTAEY EDUCATION 

IN SAXONY. 



INTRODUCTION. 
I. 

SKETCH OF THE DEVELOPMENT OP THE DESIRE 
FOB EDUCATION IN GERMANY AND OF THE 
EDUCATIONAL LAWS IN SAXONY.* 

In the twelftli and thirteenth centuries, as the 
importance of towns in Germany increased, 
the mercantile and commercial industries re- 
quired that the children should receive some 
sort of education which, from existing cir- 
cumstances, they were unable to obtain in the 
schools of that date. All these schools were 
connected with the church, with convents, or 
with the cathedral of the town, and were fre- 
quented almost entirely by those studying 

* Taken from the official introduction to the Educational 
Law and from the Law itself. 
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2 Elementary Education in Saxony. 

for Holy Orders and by the children of the 
higher classes. To meet, therefore, the demand 
of the others purely municipal or town schools 
were established, entirely free from Church 
influence, which aimed at teaching reading, 
writing, and aiithmetic, and perhaps beyond 
this a little Latin. 

The Reformation, too, was one of the 
principal causes of improvement in the educa- 
tion of the people. As a means of justifying 
its existence, and in self-defence, the Re- 
formed Church set about establishing schools 
for the purpose of teaching its doctrines to 
the rising generation; and the Catholic 
Hierarchy, seeing the advantage of these 
schools, was instigated to adopt similar 
measures. But it was not until the end of 
the seventeenth and beginning of the eigh- 
teenth centuries that it came to be admitted 
that it was the duty of public ruling bodies 
to busy themselves with the education of the 
people, that each parish should deal directly 
with the subject. Afterwards, at the be- 
ginning of the present century, the idea 
sprang up that the State should have the 
supreme direction in matters connected with 
education. 
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The first outlines of the Saxon system of 
national education appeared in a law of 
January 1, 1680. It was upon these outlines 
that the whole present system was founded. 
At first the schools were fi'equented almost 
universally by boys alone, and only in winter. 
In 1724 summer schools were instituted, and 
girls were admitted too. In 1773 a total re- 
organization of higher, middle, and lower 
education took place. This re-organization 
was the normal standard, with some few 
changes, till 1836. By this change, not only 
was instruction in religion, reading, writing, 
arithmetic, and singing given, but also " va- 
rious kinds of useful information connected 
with geography, universal history, and natural 
philosophy " were to be included. The guiding 
fundamental idea, on which this new school 
regulation was founded, was the recognition 
of the internal connexion between the Chris- 
tian Popular School and the Christian Do- 
mestic education. But as yet attendance at 
school was not compulsory. An addition to 
the law passed March 4, 1805, enacted that 
it was the duty of all citizens to send their 
children to school. In 1835 there was 
another extensive re-organization, oi ^'^ 
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4 Elementary Education in Saxony. 

national system of education. The law of 
June 6, 1835, is. based upon the following 
fundamental axioms : " It defined the Na- 
tional School (Volksschule) as an institution 
for learning, universal and indispensable for 
everybody, and introduced the universal duty 
of attending school during a certain fixed 
period of life, but it did not grant gratuitous 
education. It was to be the duty of every 
school parish (the Schulgemeinde) to erect 
and maintain a school, but the right of ap- 
pointing masters to it was not vested in the 
school-parish ; the external administration of 
the school was placed in the hands of the 
political parish or Commune ; but it allowed 
the denominational system, and handed over 
the supervision and management entirely to 
the clergy and ecclesiastical authorities." 

But no mention was made of the education 
of the schoolmasters. 

Since 1835 rapid strides have been made 
in the reform of the conditions of social life. 
The people have been gradually admitted to 
more extensive political rights in State, 
Church, and Parish, and with these extended 
rights grew up amongst the people a desire for, 

d a consciousness of the necessity of attain- 
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ing a more 'extensive knowledge in order to 
be better fitted for the fulfilment of their 
new duties. 

Certain changes were made in 1848 and 
1851, but in 1869 a more extensive revision 
was made, in consequence of numerous pe- 
titions which demanded a reorganization as 
soon as possible of the system of popular 
education. 

The fundamental idea of the new law of 
1873 was that the whole system of education 
in the country should be placed under the 
sole control of the State, and that the direc- 
tion of the schools was to be taken out of the 
hands of the clergy, as clergy. The words 
of the report of the committee were, '^ The 
Ecclesiastic, as such, can have nothing to do 
with the supervision of the school, which be- 
longs to the State alone." For it was said, 
that though at present the clergy of all de- 
nominations in Saxony keep out of political 
strife, one cannot say how long it may con- 
tinue so; it is therefore better in times of 
peace to arrange what is most suitable and 
right for all cases than to be obliged later in 
times of commotion to bring in more stringent 
measures. If it be right that the supervisioiL 
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of the school belongs to the State, it ought 
to be clearly and unambiguously so defined ; 
so that all ofl&cials who have to perform the 
duties of supervision act in the name of the 
State and not in that of the Church, and that 
the duty of supervision belongs to an eccle* 
siastic, if that trust be confided to him by the 
State, not as ecclesiastic, but as servant of the 
State. 

But it must not be supposed that the State 
and Church are meant to be placed in an* 
tagonism with one another on the subject of 
education. Under the general term Volks- 
schule are included the Elementary (popular), 
Middle, and Higher Schools, and this is the 
starting-point of the duty of the Volksschule. 
" The Volksschule has for its object the re* 
ligious training as one part of universal 
human education." The Volksschule has 
not only to educate the young to become 
reasonable men, but also to awake in them 
the feeling of a religious life, to scatter the 
seed of belief in the hearts of the children, 
and to strengthen them in every virtue. The 
chief direction and care belongs to the State, 
but the Church must give her best help* 
JFather and mother acting together further 
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the domestic education, State and Church 
have to attend together to the public educa- 
tion. The hard and fast separation of these 
two bodies in their common work would be to 
tear asunder what naturally belongs to both. 
So that the Family, the Parish, State and 
Church have to take part in the organization 
and carrying out of the duties of the Volks- 
schule. The Church must not isolate herself, 
but work together peaceably with the others 
for the attainment of the common end. 

The religion professed and taught by a 
particular school is the religion of the 
majority of the parish, but provision is made 
for the minority. It is in the power of the 
minority to establish a school for itself, which 
is done in cases where the minority can afford 
it. Where the minority cannot afford to do 
so, the children receive their secular edu- 
cation at the parish school, and their religious 
education must be provided for by their own 
sect. Or, if the parents approve of it, they 
can receive religious education as well till 
they have attained their twelfth year, but then 
their parents or guardians must provide them 
with proper opportunities of being instructed 
in their own faith, or they will have to be 
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8 Elementary Education in Saxony. 

taught the religion of the school and be con- 
firmed, with the option of changing their 
religion afterwards. Parents naturally have 
an earnest moral interest in the religious 
education of their children, they will therefore 
wish that their children should be taught the 
same religion they hold themselves, and not 
what they consider to be error. 

All patronage in the hands of ecclesiastical 
bodies or private persons is taken away from 
them and handed over to the State. 

In the carrying out of these principles the 
interest of the country and population as a 
whole has been thought of, not the interest 
of one particular religious community. 

Duty of attendance in the School. Sec. 4 
(of the School Law). • 

As a general rule every child is required 
to attend the simple elementary school for 
eight consecutive years from the time it has 
completed its sixth till it has completed its 
fourteenth year, in the school district of the 
place where it lives. 

The attendance for eight years is the 
minimum, and required of everybody. When 
illness or other unforeseen cause inter- 
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rupts the eight year course, children are 
only required to continue attending the 
school if they have not at the age of fourteen 
attained the required standard. 

At the commencement of a new school- 
year, at Easter, all those children who have 
by that time attained their sixth year are to 
be brought to school ; and those too may be 
accepted at the wish of their parents or 
guardians, who will have attained their sixth 
year by the 30th of June of the same year. 

And those children who at the expiration 
of their eighth year of school attendance have 
not obtained the standard of the Elementary 
Yolksschule in the most essential subjects of 
instruction, e.g., in Religion, the German 
language, Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, 
are required to attend the school a year 
longer. Boys, after their course of eight 
years in the Elementary Volksschule is over, 
are required to attend the ^ Fortbildungs- 
schule for three years longer if no provision 

' By Fortbildungsschule is meant a school for further 
dervelopment. Since Easter, 1875, all boys, after their 
course in the ordinary school is over, are required to 
attend the Fortbildungsschule. Further details will be 
given later on. 
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lo Elementary Edtuation in Saxony. 

is elsewhere being made for their farther 

education. 

The Fortbildungsschule follows imme- 
diately after the Volksschule, and the instruc* 
tion lasts there as a rule from the time the 
boy has attained his fourteenth year, till he 
has attained his seventeenth year. 

Obligations in reference to the attendance at 

School. Sec. 5. 

Parents and guardians are required to see 
to the regular attendance in school of children 
who are by the law required to attends 
Permission for absence for a child must be 
asked for in advance; in the event of this 
being impracticable, the cause of absence 
must be notified to the School Director or 
Master without fail. 

Masters of apprentices, masters and mis* 
tresses in private houses and employers of 
labour are required to give the necessary 
time to their apprentices, servants, and work* 
people for attendance in the Fortbildungs- 
schule, and to admonish them to attend. 

In general only the illness of a pupil, or a 
disease of a suspicious nature in his family, 
can be accepted as a sufficient ground for 
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absence from school. It is in the power of 
the master and of the School Board to ex- 
clude children for a time from attendance at 
school, when there are contagious diseases in 
their family, and the master is allowed to 
send away such pupils who are suffering 
from any disease which arouses disgust till 
such time as they be healed. 

Those who prevent children from coming 
to school render themselves liable to a fine, 
and a similar punishment is incurred by those 
who prevent youths from attending the Fort- 
bildungsschule. Children who behave so 
badly at school that it is impossible to bring 
them up there, are either handed over to 
somebody to receive private instruction, or 
are sent to a Verbesserungsanstalt (House of 
Correction — an institution known in France 
and Germany, but differing from the insti- 
tutions known in England under the name 
** House of Correction "). 

Duty of maintaining the School. Sec. 7. 

The school parish (Schulgemeinde) is re- 
quired to furnish the necessary funds for the 
erection and maintenance of the schools in 
the parish in so far as special funds are not 
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at hand for the purpose. Those parishes 
which are not in a position to meet the whole 
expense themselves receive a grant from the 
State. 

Simple Elementary Volhsschule. Sec. 12. 

The number of pupils in one class is not 
to exceed sixty, and one master is not to 
have more than 120 children to instruct. 
The instruction in Religion is confined to 
Bible History and the Christian teaching on 
Faith and Morals; in the other subjects of 
instruction it is to be regulated according to 
the indispensable acquirements and accom- 
plishments for the life of a citizen. 

Hohdays are given at Easter, Whitsuntide, 
in the summer, and at Michaelmas and 
Christmas. Eight days at Easter and Whit- 
suntide, from December 24th to January 1st, 
inclusive, and four weeks in the summer and 
at Michaelmas, to be divided in such a manner 
as the school authorities of the place shall, 
decide. 
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n. 

The accompanying translations will give 
an idea of how the system of National Ele- 
mentary Education is carried on in Saxony. 
The first Plan of Instruction is the official plan 
for the Elementary Schools of the kingdom 
of Saxony generally ; the second is for the 
Elementary and Middle Schools (Bezirks und 
Burgerschulen) in Dresden. Each School 
Board is allowed to arrange its own plan 
according to the necessities of the place 
with the consent of the Educational Depart- 
ment. In reading the plan for the Dresden 
Schools, which seems very complex for ele- 
mentary popular schools, it must be borne in 
mind that the plan is arranged for two classes 
of schools, the aim of one being higher than 
that of the other, and that the directors and 
masters of the simple schools use this only 
as their guide without adopting the standard 
to its full extent. 

I visited in Dresden both kinds of schools, 
and in other towns and in the country the 
simple elementary schools — Protestant and 
Roman Catholic. The plan for the Protes- 
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tant schools of Dresden is given as well as 
the oflScial plan, in order to show the great 
amount of care that is taken in the education 
of the poor in Saxony. Similar plans are 
worked out by the directors and school 
authorities in other towns. 

A great stride has been made in every- 
thing connected with schools since the pass- 
ing of the new Act in 1873. The school 
buildings, for a great number of them are 
comparatively or quite new, are large and 
spacious, and every care has been taken for 
their educational and sanitary perfection. 
The school-houses of the Protestants are 
better than those of the Catholics, for the 
former are far more numerous and wealthy 
than the latter. The latter are, however, 
now building better school-houses. 

I visited good and bad schools, but there 
are very few of the latter. The staff of 
masters and mistresses throughout the 
country is not only capable of performing 
well the work placed in their hands, but is 
heart and soul devoted to it. The attention 
of the children, the quickness and con^ect- 
ness of their answers, the extent of their 
wledge, the care they take, and the 
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general good quality of tlieir written work, 
and their universal good behaviour are proofs 
of this. 

The attention of the children was remark- 
able, and of course this depends upon the 
intelligence of the masters and mistresses, 
and on the capacity they have for securing 
the att>ention of their pupils. 

The method followed for answering ques- 
tions is an exceedingly good one. In the 
plan, it is said, that the pupils are to give fall 
answers to questions. The master asks a 
question, e. g., A measure of nuts is worth 
sixpence, how many pence are eight measures 
worth ? Answer : Eight measures are worth 
forty-eight pence. Question : When did the 
Thirty Years' War take place ? Answer : 
The Thirty Years' War took plade from 
1618-1648. The result of this method is that 
the pupil is obliged to think of his answer 
first, and then to give the answer in a proper 
form and without hesitation. 

The religious education in all schools is 
carefully attended to, and the Protestant and 
Catholic children are well instructed in the 
doctrines of their respective churches. 
- In the Protestant schools the ordinary 
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masters or mistresses give the religious 
instruction in their several classes. In the 
Catholic schools it is given by the clergy. 

The method for teaching writing is a 
peculiar one, and I do not know if it could 
be applied to any but a German hand- 
writing. The master or one of the pupils 
counts " one, two," and then the whole class 
together make the various strokes and curves, 
keeping time to this. The advantage is that 
no member of the class can dawdle, attention 
must be kept up throughout, and all begin 
and end their exercises at the same time. 

The methods for teaching arithmetic and 
geometry are most excellent, and it would 
interest any one who is engaged in elementary 
education in England if he were to examine 
them. In schools of eight classes there is a 
book for each class, in other schools similar 
arrangements are made. The little children 
begin with the calculating machine and with 
seeing strokes drawn on the black board, and 
the books become gradually more difficult. A 
great deal of attention is paid to mental 
arithmetic, and that branch of the work is 
extremely well done. The education in 
geometry is of great practical use. For the 
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first four years it consists of drawing straight 
lines ; at first they are only simple straight 
lines, and then these lines are gradually put 
together for the formation of figures which 
increase in complexity during the third and 
fourth year. The theoretical part begins 
with the fifth year, and circles are thenhegun 
and the shading of the figures. The whole 
of this part of their instruction is carefully 
regulated according to the practical needs of 
the lives of the pupils. 

History, geography and geology, natural 
history and physics are treated differently 
according to the size of the school. In 
towns the masters go more into detail in 
each subject. In the smaller country schools 
all these subjects are united under one head, 
Heimatskunde, by which is meant the most 
important details in all these subjects con- 
nected with the native country — ^with Saxony. 
Scientific facts connected with domestic life, 
and with the lives of workmen and artisans, 
are discussed. 

Singing is taught in all schools. The 
pupils are all obliged to learn how to sing a 
certain number of the church hymns and 
national songs, and to learn tliem by heart. 

o 
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Needlework for girls is carefully attended 
to, and the girls leave the school with a good 
knowledge of how to make up things cut out 
for them. 

The school hours in the summer half-year 
(from Easter to Michaelmas) are from 7 to 
11 in the mornings with a quarter of an hour 
play-time at 9, and from 2 to 5 in the after- 
noon, also with a quarter of an hour play- 
time ; in the winter half-year (from Michael- 
mas to Easter) they are from 8 to 12 in the 
morning, and from 1 to 4 in the afternoon — 
a quarter of an hour play-time being given as 
in summer. When the thermometer in 
summer stands at 15° Reaumur in the shade 
at 10 o^clock in the morning no schoolwork 
is given in the afternoon. 

The school- fees vary in different towns and 
in the country. In the country the children 
pay 10, 15, or 20 pfennige weekly (10 pf . = 
\\d,). In Dresden the annual charge in 
Bezirksschulen is during the first four years 
10 marks, 40 pfennige (10s. 6ci.), and during 
the last four years 15 marks, 60 pfennige 
(15s. 7d!.). In Biirgerschulen in Dresden the 
charge is for the first four years 60 marks 
k C^l.), and for the last four years 72 marks 
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(3Z. 12s.) annually. The poorest children 
are exempted from payment. The directors 
endeavour to encourage the parents to pay as 
far as they are able from a feeling of self- 
respect, but of course there are always some 
who cannot pay. The price of the school 
books is very low, and the pupils pay for 
them. 

Masters seem to be employed in preference 
to mistresses. 

In large schools the boys and girls are 
taught in separate classes; in the smaller 
schools, especially in the country, they are 
taught together. 

Since 1875 Fortbildungsschulen (schools 
for further development) have been in exis- 
tence. Before this date there had been 
several voluntary ones in existence, chiefly 
those founded by ditFerent trades, or what are 
there called Sunday Schools. These Sunday 
Schools differ from our Sunday Schools in 
this, that in Saxony they are not for religious 
but secular instruction. The Act of 1873 
provided for the establishment of State Fort- 
bildungsschulen, and enacted that all boys 
after leaving the ordinary Volksschule after 
the completion of their fourteenth year should 

2 
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for three years more, until the completion of 
their seventeenth year, attend the Fortbil- 
dungsschule unless their parents or guar- 
dians were providing for their further educa- 
tion in some other way. The object of this 
new link in the educational system is to pre- 
vent boys from forgetting too soon what they 
have learnt at school, and to give those boys, 
whose parents cannot afford to send their 
sons elsewhere, a further education. The 
advantages of the system are self-evident. In 
•Englaud we have our voluntary night schools 
in almost every parish which correspond 
to these Fortbildungsschulen. It may be pre- 
mature to suggest it, but it seems to me that 
the State has a great work before her 
amongst the youths, especially of towns, in 
England, and that the establishment of similar 
schools would help her in carrying out this 
work. 

In Saxony the education given in the 
Fortbildungsschule is gratuitous. Four or 
six hours' work are given every week, and 
the hours are fixed either in the afternoon or 
evening of weekdays, or on Sunday, accord- 
inof to the decision of the School Board of the 
^^lace. In Dresden it is on Wednesday after- 
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noons. Masters chosen from the staff give 
the lessons. 

The further education which the Fortbil- 
dungsschule gives is to enable the pupils to 
fulfil with greater ease the duties of their 
respective callings. Some of the trades have 
their own Fortbildungsschulen, and the State 
aims as far as possible at giving such educa- 
tion to the apprentices of the various trades 
as suits them individually. 

The difficulties at first of introducing this 
new school were very great, for as in England 
when attendance at school became compul- 
sory, the parents of children complained 
because they said their children were taken 
away from them when they might be helping 
their parents towards the support of the 
family, so in Saxony the employers of labour 
complained that their apprentices were taken 
away from them, and the boys too did not 
like being forced to go to school again. But 
in so short a period as five years much of this 
opposition has disappeared. Employers are 
beginning to see that that which benefits the 
pupil, in so far as it makes him more intelli- 
gent for his work, benefits them also, so long 
as he remains an apprentice. And the boys 
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themselves look upon attendance at the Fort- 
bildungsschule as part of their duty as young 
citizens, and those who choose to do so can 
reap great advantages from their work there. 
The intercourse between masters and pupils 
has become one of friendship and confidence. 

And besides the educational advantages of 
the Fortbildungsschule there is another, and 
a very important one. The moral education 
of boys of that age is of great importance. 
They learn there a feeling of decorum and 
respect both for others and for themselves. 
Opportunity is given them for making use of 
their leisure hours in a more profitable man- 
ner than lounging about. 

I attended several classes of the Fortbil- 
dungsschulen in various places, and saw the 
work done by the pupils. It was that which 
bore upon the work of their professions, and 
was well done. Each pupil has a character- 
book, signed by the master, and countersigned 
by the employer and parent or guardian, 
which shows the number of attendances, 
absences, his progress and conduct. 

It has often been said that the establish- 
ment of compulsory education has nowhere 
brought about a diminution of crime. In the 
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course of my inquiries in Saxony I found that 
in certain localities there has been a marked 
diminution of crime, especially amongst 
younger offenders. But it is diflBcult to dis- 
prove the general statement, for crime is the 
effect of so many things. War, for example, 
has a most disturbing influence on society ; 
and the period immediately following a war 
is always most productive of crime. Europe 
has passed through several wars and revolu- 
tions, and these at short intervals. 

But at least instruction in what is right, is 
a remedy against the spread of crime. All 
we can do is to guide the young in the right 
path so long as they are young, and to help 
and prevent them during that period from 
committing crime. The rest depends upon 
the associations of life, and no one will deny 
that, when a good foundation is laid, there is 
less chance of men falling into bad habits 
than when as boys they have been neglected. 

May the time soon come in England also 
when parents of the poorer classes will acknow- 
ledge the benefits conferred on them by the 
State, and look upon the education of their 
children as a duty every citizen owes to his 
country ! 
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OFFICIAL PLAN OF INSTRUCTION^ 

FOB ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN THE KINGDOM OF 

SAXONY. 

I. Subjects op Instruction. 

In elementary Volkssclmleii instruction is 
given in the following subjects : — 

Religion and Morals. 

The German language, including Reading 
and Writing. 

Arithmetic. 

Geometry. 

History — Geography and Geology — Natu- 
ral History — Physics. 

Singing. 

* Translated from "Lehrplan fiir die einfachen 
Volksschulen des Konigreichs Sachsen vom 5 Novem- 
ber, 1878,'* herausgegeben von Geh. Schulrath F. W. 
ITacIiel. 
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Drawing. 

Gymnastics. 

Needlework for girls (where the required 
arrangements can be made). [This is really 
universal.] 

II. Religion and Morals. 

The instruction in Religion has for its 
object to unfold and develope the moral- 
religious sense of the young by introducing 
them into the history and teaching of .the 
Christian religion. 

In schools where this has been hitherto 
carried out in the two first school years in 
connexion with the instruction by means of 
pictures, illustrations, &o., the same plan will 
be continued. 

The schoolmaster has too the option of not 
beginning the instruction in religion as a 
special lesson in the elementary classes till 
after the summer holidays; but instruction 
in religion must be given in some way or 
another from the beginning of the pupil's 
attendance at school. 
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!• The Evangelical \i.e. Lutheran] Instruction 

in Religion. 

The evangelical instraction in religion com- 
prises Bible history, explanation of the Bible, 
and instruction in the Catechism. 

The means of instruction to be used are — 
the Bible, a collection of Bible stories, the 
Parochial Hymn Book, Luther's Short Cate- 
chism, and a ];)ook of proverbs. 

(a.) Bible History and Explanation of the 
Bible. — Bible stories from the Old and New 
Testaments form, during the first four school 
years, the foundation of the religious instruc- 
tion ; but in treating of them special passages 
from the Bible, verses of hymns, extracts 
from the Catechism and prayers are to be 
made use of, and a certain number of them 
are to be fixed in the memory of the pupil. 

During the nexfc following school years 
a connected representation of the sacred his- 
tory, bringing into prominence the hfe of 
Jesus and the times of the Apostles, is to be 
given in courses of two years each ; with this, 
reading and explanation of selected extracts, 
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and what is most important in Biblical know- 
ledge is to be united in proper order. 

The course of development of the Christian 
Church in the chief epochs of its existence is, 
as a rule, to be given in the history lessons ; 
the division, however, of Biblical subjects in 
such a manner that special lessons for the 
introduction of characteristic pictures out of 
church history be given to the 1st class is 
not to be excluded. 

(ft.) Instruction in the Catechism. — Instruc- 
tion in the Catechism is to be given in special 
lessons to those classes which consist of 
children in their last four years of school 
attendance. 

By means of this instruction the children 
are to be introduced to the chief points of 
the evangelical doctrine according to Luther's 
short Catechism, with progressive reference 
to the Holy Scriptures, the History of Re- 
ligion, the Hymns of the Church, and the 
experiences of life. 

The instruction is, as a rule, given in a 
course which lasts two years, and dwells 
principally on the first three divisions^ of the 

• Luther's Short Catechism is divided into five divi- 
sions, called " Hauptstiicke." 
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catechism, and closes with a short description 
of both . sacraments, and the article on the 
doctrine of Confession. Annexed to the in- 
struction on the catechism, the five divisions 
of the catechism, passages of the Bible having 
reference to them, and a number of the best 
known hymns are to be fixed in the memory of 
the pupils by degrees ; and, in the division of 
them over the school-year, the ecclesiastical 
festivals are to be borne in mind. 

2. The Catholic Instruction in Beligion. 

The Catholic instruction in religion com- 
prises Bible history, explanation of the epistles 
and gospels, instruction in the catechism and 
Church history. , 

The means of instruction to be used are 
the smaller and larger Catechisms of the 
Diocese, and a collection of Bible stories. 

(a.) Bible History and Explanation of the 
Epistles and Gospels. — lu the elementary 
classes instruction is given with the aid of 
pictures, &c. In this manner the children 
are to be made acquainted with the simplest 
stories from the Bible, which have special 
reference to the life of the Patriarchs and of 
1^ Jesus Christ, with the elements of the cate- 
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chism, with the phenomena of Christian life 
which affect them most nearly at home, at 
school, and in church, and with the moral and 
religious duties and exercises connected with 
these spheres of social life. Verses and moral 
proverbs that can be grasped easily are to be 
learnt. 

In the middle, but especially in the higher 
classes Bible History is to be treaited, the 
Person of Christ being brought into promi-^ 
nence, and to be treated in greater detail and 
with continual reference to the connexion of 
the Old and New Testaments with one an- 
other, to the catechism and to life in general. 

In the higher classes the instruction in 
Bible History is given by means of explana- 
tion of the Epistles and Gospels, in which 
attention is to be paid, not only to the com- 
prehension of the expressions used, but also, 
and with special care, to the thorough com- 
prehension of the principal truths contained 
in the Epistles and Gospels. 

The course extends over a period of two 
years. 

(ft.) Instruction in the Catechism. — This in- 
struction is to be arranged in the middle 
classes according to the smaller catechism, 
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and in the more advanced ones according to 
the larger catechism (omitting the questions 
to be reserved for the last school years), in 
such a manner that the pupils shall be well 
grounded in each subject, especially in its 
connexion with biblical history. 

Under the instruction given in the higher 
classes, to which the deeper grounding of 
faith and morals belongs, reference is to be 
made to the decisions and unity of the church 
in its teaching, as well as to a more careful 
explanation of the passages of Scripture 
made use of. 

In all classes the passages of Scripture 
on which the doctrines are founded are to be 
learnt. 

The course extends over a period of two 
years. 

(c.) Church History. — In the higher classes 
the development of the Christian Church is to 
be represented, reference being made to the 
historical connexion of single events, espe- 
cially by the introduction of biographies of 
important personages. 

The course lasts for one or two years. 
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III. The German Language, Reading and 

Writing. 

The instruction in language is to render 
the school-children capable of understanding, 
speaking and writing correctly the high- Ger- 
man language, and at the same time to help 
to ennoble the hearts and minds of the young 
by introducing them to the popular litera- 
ture. 

With this object attention is to be paid to 
the proper manner of speaking in this as well 
as in all other lessons. 

The instruction in language comprises 
exercises in conversation, reading and writing 
— and, as a means to the object desired, 
the elementary treatment of the German 
grammar. 

These subjects are to be treated in con- 
nexion with one another. 

(a.) Exercises in Conversation. — In these 
exercises purity and distinctness of pronun- 
ciation is to be aimed at, as well as exactness, 
certainty and order in the verbal expres- 
sion of thought. 
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Tke^e are connected at first with the 
lessons which are given br the help of pic- 
tares, illastrations, kc^ and afterwards with 
the contents of the reading-book. 

Some passages (of prose and poetry) are 
to be kamt bj heart bj the pnpils of 
ererr class, and to be recited with expres- 
sion. 

FlnencT is to be cnltiYated as far as possible 
in every branch of instruction by requiring 
the pupils to give complete answers to ques- 
tions, to repeat stories and descriptions, to 
solve examples with conciseness, and to put 
together a general view of involved trains of 
thought. 

In schools to which children of a different 
language come (e. g. Slavs), the children are 
to be taught to express themselves in Grerman 
also, from the beginning of their attendance 
at school. 

(fe.) Reading. — ^By means of the instruction 
in reading, the pupils are to be made capable 
of reading aloud distinctly and with fluency 
passages in German and Latin type suited to 
the standard of their education, paying proper 
attention to the punctuation, as well as to 
an intelligent intonatioii oi ^ovg^^ ^sid to 
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understand what is of most importance in 
them. 

At the end of the second year facility in 
reading words and sentences according to 
the standard of the spelling-book should be 
acquired ; during the remainder of the school- 
time this facility should be further developed 
by means of passages of gradually increasing 
diflBculty. 

The pupils are to be accustomed to the 
observation of stops and intelligent intona- 
tion of the voice from the first elementary 
class. 

The passages for reading in every class 
are to be explained, in order that they may be 
understood. 

In the upper classes, when these explana- 
tions and discussions take place, some in- 
formation about the German poets may be 
given. 

(c.) Writing. — The instruction in writing 
comprises exercises in CalUgraphy, Ortho- 
graphy, and Composition. 

These exercises are mutually to support 
each other ; and strict attention is to be paid 
to cleanliness. 

The written exercises are to be corrected 
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carefully; the corrections are to be gone 
through with the whole class. 

i. The exercises in Calligraphy have 
for object the acquirement of a simple, 
distinct, good and running handwriting. 
In the first school-year writing and 
reading lessons are to be combined; 
from the second school-year onwards 
special lessons with the pen are to be 
given. 

In these lessons tlie letters of the 
German running hand, and later too of 
the Latin are to be practised with the 
aid of copies hanging on the wall, which 
are carefully explained. These exercises 
are to follow one another and be com- 
bined in suitable proportions. 

Exercises in writing strokes for giving 
freedom and certainty to the hand are to 
be inserted at suitable stages in the 
course of the lessons. 

The instruction is for the most part 
to be given to ths whole class together, 
and with the assistance of counting. 

[i. e. The master or one of the pupils 
counts "one, two," and all the pupils 
write together, keeping time with him — 
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thus thej all begin and end their words 
together.] 

ii. The exercises in Orthography have 
for object the attainment of the facility 
of writing without breaking the funda- 
mental rules of orthography. 

They are to be given in the various 
classes in conjunction with reading, 
and especially with the German gram- 
mar. 

They include copying, writing down 
special rules of orthography from 
memory and from a certain standard, 
and writing from dictation. 

During the last four school-years an 
exercise is to be written out at least 
every fortnight in the copybopk kept 
for the purpose. 

iii. The exercises in Composition have 
for object the acquirement of faciUty 
in writing down thoughts rightly and 
arranged in proper order. 

These exercises begin in the third 
school-year, the pupils having been pre- 
pared for them by the lessons on language 
in the elementary classes. 

They consist chiefly of the compiling 

D 2 
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of simple stories, descriptions, compari- 
sons, letters, and business notices. 

The exercises are to be discnssed as 
to their matter and form beforehand, in 
such a manner, however, that the pupils 
may accustom themselves to a greater 
independence in representing the subjects 
themselves as they rise from class to 
class. 

During the last four years an exer- 
cise is to be written in the copybook 
kept for the purpose, at least once a fort- 
night, in orthography and grammar 
alternatively. 

Opportunity must besides be given 
every day to the pupils to do some 
written exercise. 
(cZ.) German Orammar. — The instruction 
in German grammar has to provide the abso- 
lutely necessary grammatical knowledge, as 
well for the understanding as also for the 
right use of the German language, and to 
give practice in the use of the same. 

Grammatical instruction begins in the third 
school-year, the way being paved for it by 
the conversation exercises of the elementary 
i^lasses. 
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In the third and fourth school-years it is 
suflficient to combine the instruction with the 
conversation, reading and writing lessons; 
while in the following school-years it is 
given in special lessons. 

Next, grammatical observations of simple 
sentences are to be treated, and then, begin- 
ning from about the fourth school-year, those 
of compound sentences. 

After this the matter of instruction (science 
of formation of sentences and of words) is to 
be divided for each class into courses, accord- 
ing to the size of the school. 

The acquired grammatical knowledge is to 
be turned to account in conversation, reading 
and writing lessons in every class. 

The Reading Book is the text-book to be 
used ; the pupils may also have guides in 
their hands. 

IV. Aeithmetio. 

The instruction in Arithmetic is to render 
the pupils capable of solving independently, 
and with certainty, the calculations which 
are likely to come before them in their ordi- 
nary life. 
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The pupils are to be led on according to a 
visibly developing method to the comprehen- 
sion of the examples given, but especially 
are to be made capable of solving mentally 
and on paper suitably chosen examples, with 
not too large figures. 

During the first four years the elementary 
rules in the scales 1—10, 1—100, 1—1000, 
partly with simple, and partly with com- 
pound examples, are to be explained, and 
exercises to be given on them ; but the ex- 
tension to the scale of numbers above 1000 is 
not to be excluded. With it the foundation 
of the knowledge of the German coinage, 
measures of weight and length is to be laid, 
and the pupils are to be prepared for frac- 
tions by occasional use of the most usual 
forms of vulgar and decimal fractions, and 
for rule of three, accustoming them to the 
use of the unitary method. 

During the last four years the training in 
the elementary rules will first of all be con- 
tinued and brought to a conclusion; then 
calculations with fractions, especially with 
decimal fractions, are taken up ; and lastly, 
Rule of Three, with reference to the most 
important commercial manners of reckoning. 
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Eiile of three examples are to be solved 
at tho close only according to the unitary 
method. 

Mental Arithmetic and written work are 
to be taught together. Strict observation is 
to be paid to the written work, to see that 
the examples are carefully worked out. 

In every class the number of sections 
taken is to be limited as far as possible. 

V. Geometry. 

The instruction in Geometry has to fur- 
nish the knowledge necessary for ordinary 
life of magnitudes that occupy space, as well 
as some capacity in constructing and calcu- 
lating them. 

In general, Geometry is to be confined to 
the last two years; and in schools where there 
is only one master it is to be taught partly 
with the drawing and partly with the arith- 
metic lessons. 

It is also to be given in connexion with 
these subjects when special lessons are pro- 
vided for it. 

The instruction has to treat in visibly 
developing method, of lines and angles, 
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plane figures composed of straiglit lines 
{e.g. triangle, square, polygon), of the circle, 
and the best known geometrical bodies, with 
the exclusion of technical proofs. 

Special care is to be taken in drawing 
figures and in working out examples. 

Bach pupil is to be provided with a circle 
and a rule. 

VI. History, Geography and Geology, 
Natural History and Physics. 

The instruction in the exact sciences is to 
be introduced by the explanation of pictures 
of the objects described. 

It is to be given for the first two school- 
years in special classes. The aim of the 
instruction by means of pictures and repre- 
sentations of the objects explained, is to make 
the children understand better the objects 
and phenomena of the neighbourhood espe- 
cially where they live, by means of guiding 
them to observe more attentively, and to think 
over in their mind, the descriptions which are 
most striking. 

The course of instruction has reference as 
far as possible to the season of the year. 
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In schools of two classes, it comprises also 
knowledge of one's country, as well as the 
elements of natural history. 

The objects themselves that are chosen 
for description, and pictures, are taken as 
aids for instruction. 

The instruction in History, Geography and 
Geology, Natural History and Physics, in its 
more important details, is to be given in the 
last four years. 

The instruction given is to be limited to 
what is indispensable and to what can really 
be pictured to the mind, and to bring out 
into prominence what is connected with one's 
own country, and to dwell practically upon 
the different kinds of work, requirements, 
phenomena, and experiences of life. 

The treatment of the subjects is as far as 
possible to proceed partly by means of ex- 
periments, partly by means of conversations 
unfolding the subject so as to make them 
intelligible, and is not to afford simply a 
series of facts, but is to give an opportunity 
for the exercise of the reason, for the eleva- 
tion of the character, and the ennobling of 
the mind. 

A concise guide is recommended for the 
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use of the pupil. The Reading Book is also 
to be used to assist, but not as a foundation 
of the instruction given. 

(a.) History. — In the study of history the 
school children should be made acquainted 
with the groundwork of the development 
of the German people, by bringing before 
them characteristic examples of history and 
hfe. 

The chief parts of Saxon History are in 
the course of instruction to be brought in as 
opportunity affords ; the same is to be done 
with subjects belonging to Church History, 
so far as these are not treated under the head 
of Religious Instruction. 

History of foreign countries comes to be 
treated so far as this is of importance for the 
proper understanding of home events, of 
important intellectual discoveries, and of 
Biblical instruction. 

The instruction is as a rule during the last 
four years to be divided into two courses, 
each lasting two years. 

(&.) Geography and Geology. — By means of 
the instruction in Geography and Geology, 
the pupils should attain a special knowledge 

• Saxony and Germany, a superficial know- 
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ledge of the divisions of the earth, especially 
of Europe, and the necessary insight into the 
connexion of the earth with other heavenly 
bodies. 

In schools of two classes, Geography and 
Geology begin with the fifth school-year ; in 
schools of three or more classes, with the 
third school-year in special lessons. 

The course begins by giving instruction 
about the native country, or special division 
of the empire, in which the pupils live. 

This has in part to develope the fundamental 
conceptions of Geography by descriptions 
and illustrations about the place of abode 
and its neighbourhood, in part to lay tlie 
foundation for the proper understanding of 
the map. 

The more advanced geographical instruc- 
tion begins with the fifth school-year, and is 
given as a rule in a course of two years* 
duration. 

As aids for instruction, a globe, wall- 
maps of Saxony, Germany, and Europe, are 
absolutely necessary. For the use of the 
pupils, an atlas is desirable. 

(c.) Natural History and Physics, — The 
pupils should in Natural History be made 



I 



44 Elementary Education in Saxony. 

acquainted with the most important animals, 
plants, and minerals, according to their special 
natural attributes, as also according to their 
importance for life, and with the most im- 
portant points connected with the construe* 
tion and management of the human frame ; 
in Physics, they should be brought on by 
degrees to understand the most common and 
influential phenomena of nature. 

The instruction in Natural History and 
Physics begins in special lessons, in schools 
of two classes beginning with the fifth school- 
year ; and in schools of three or more classes, 
if it is not united with the Heimatskunde 
{i.e. special knowledge of the native country), 
with the third year. 

The description of characteristic represen- 
tatives of the Animal and Vegetable Kingdoms 
takes place in the third and fourth school- 
years. 

Within the school-years that follow, the 
scope of these descriptions is to be widened 
by reference being made to natural groups, 
technical systems being omitted, and the 
human frame and Physics are to be treated. 

The course generally lasts two years. 

As aids for instruction, the natural bodies 
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chosen for description, instruments for ex- 
periments, and pictures are to be used. 

VII. Singing. 

The instruction in singing is to make the 
pupils capable of singing correctly alone and 
in chorus, by practising the musical sense 
of hearing and the voice, and to fix in their 
minds a series of well-known chorale melo- 
dies and good national songs ( Volkslieder) . 

The instruction is given throughout the 
whole school period. During the first four 
school-years the pupils only sing in unison, 
and as a rule without notes ; later, two-part 
singing is to be practised, and singing from 
music. 

Simple exercises arranged according to 
method, for practising the ear and voice, are 
to be given in every class. 

The pupils are recommended to have a 
book of songs with them. 

VIII. Deawing. 

From the instruction in Drawing, the pupils 
learn to form, and represent properly, simple 
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and pretty figures, without the use of mecha- 
nical instruments. 

Preparation may be made for this subject 
of instruction by suitable exercises ; special 
lessons are as a rule to be appointed for it, 
beginning with the fifth school-year. 

Afterwards straight lines, in different posi- 
tions, of different length are to be drawn, 
triangles, squares, and combinations of these 
figures with a square as frame ; then follow 
complex drawings from curved lines, and 
their sections ; lastly, ornamental figures and 
patterns, to be composed from simple ideas. 

In this all possible regard is to be had for 
the requirements of practical life. 

Special attention is to be paid to the work 
being done with care and cleanliness. 

The instruction is in general to be given to 
the whole class together. 

IX. Gymnastics. 

Instruction in gymnastics should develope 
the bodily strength and activity of the 
school children, and accustom them to hold 
themselves erect and to obey promptly. 

Preparation for this branch of instruction 
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may be made by encouraging gymnastic 
games (especially in the playground during 
play-time) ; special lessons are to be given 
where it is possible, beginning with the fifth 
school-year. 

(Regard is to be had for the health and 
strength of the pupils.) Where a covered 
space is not to be had, gymnastics can be 
limited to the summer half-year. 

The instruction comprises a suitable selec- 
tion and interchange of free-arm exercises 
and drill, as well as exercises with poles and 
ropes. 

For the more advanced instruction in Gym- 
nastics, the necessary ladders, bars, &c., are 
to be procured. 



X. Needlework fob Girls. 

By means of this instruction the girls are 
to be made capable of doing the indispen- 
sable needlework required for domestic life 
(knitting, sewing, marking,* mending, patch- 

• This is done in Germany by embroidering the initials 
of names. 
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The instruction begins as a rule with the 
fifth school-year. 



XI. Table op Lessons. 

The minimum number of hours of instruc- 
tion to be given weekly is to be divided 
amongst the several classes and subjects of 
instruction according to the following table. 

(a.) For Schools with Two Glasses. 



Subjects. 



Eeligion and Morals . . . . 
German Language, with Reading and 

Writing .... 
Arithmetic .... 
Geometry — cf. Section V. 
The Exact Sciences 
Instruction by means of Pictures 

Descriptions 
Knowledge of the Native Country 
Singing .... 

Drawing .... 

Total 
Gymnastics .... 
Needlework .... 



and 



Nnmber of hours. 



2nd 
Class. 



U 



1st 
Class. 



6 
3 



1 
1 



18 
2 
2 




If a special lesson is arranged for Geome- 
try, the time assigned to the Exact Sciences 
w to be limited in proportion. 



Table of Lessons. 
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(6.) ¥or Schools with Four Classes. 





Number of hours. 


Subjects. 


4tli 


3rd 


2nd 


1st 




Glass. 
2 


Class. 


Class. 


Class. 


Eeligion and Morals 


3 


4 


4 


German Language, Beading and 










Writing . • . . 


6 


6 


6 


6(6.7) 


Arithmetic . . . . 


2 


3 


3 


3 


Geometry . . . . 


• « • 


• • « 


• • • 


1 


The Exact Sciences 


• • • 


• • • 


3 


3 


Instruction by means of Pic-^ 










tures and Descriptions 


2 


2 


• • « 


• • • 


Knowledge of the Native > 










Country .... 


... 


... 


• • • 


• • • 


Singing . . . . .J 


... 


... 


1 


1(2.1) 


Drawing 


... 
12 


... 
14 


1 


2(1.1) 


Total . 


18 


20 


Gymnastics . . . . 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


Needlework for Girls 


• ■ • 


• • • 


2 


2 



The duration of the several lessons is 
arranged by the Lesson Plan of each 
school. 

The division of the weekly hours for In- 
struction in schools of three, five, and more 
classes, has to follow the general intention of 
the foregoing Tables of Lessons, allowance 
being made for the special conditions of the 
locality. 
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XII. The Commencement and Closing of 

School Woek. 

Work is to begin and end punctually in all 
classes, and is to be introduced and closed by 
a hymn and prayer. 
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PLAN OF INSTRUCTION FOR THE 
TOWN AND DISTRICT SCHOOLS 
OF DRESDEN (BURGER. AND BE- 
ZIRKS-SCHULEN). 

Note. — The Bezirksschulen are the simple elementary 
schools, the Eiirgerschulen the schools of the next grade 
higher. 

I. Eeligion. 

The religious instruction has for its object 
to develope and further advance the moral 
and religious sentiment by an introduction 
into the history and teaching of the Christian 
religion, and by this means to bring to the 
understanding of the pupils the religious 
truths and moral conceptions that have to be 
dealt with, to awake the corresponding feel- 
ings in their hearts, and with it to lay the 
foundation in them for a truly Christian, 
religious, and morally good life. 

B 2 
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Classes 8 and 7, — (a.) Bihle History. — ^In 
both classes, during the first half of the 
school year, stories from the Old Testament 
are to be treated, and in the second half, 
stories from the New Testament. The 
eighth class can prepare, in the first weeks 
of the school year, the Bible history with 
simple stories of religion and morals taken 
out of ordinary life. 

The selection from the Old Testament is 
left to the judgment of each school. The 
stories treated in the eighth class are to be 
taken up again in the seventh class. 

For the eighth class^ emphasis is to be laid 
on the following stories : — 

The Birth of Jesus ;. the Wise Men from 
the East ; Jesus when twelve years old ; 
Baptism of Jesus; the Draught of Fishes, 
and the choice of the Disciples ; Marriage at 
Cana ; Restoration to Life of the Young Man 
at Nain ; Feeding of the Five Thousand ; 
Jesus blessing the Children; the Storm on 
the Sea ; the Prodigal Son ; the Good Sama- 
ritan. 

For the seventh class ^ on the following : — 

Annunciation and Birth of John ibhe Bap- 
tist; Annunciation of the Birth of Jesus; 
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Flight into Egypt ; John baptizes ; the Rich 
Man and Lazarus; Restoration to Life of 
Jairus' daughter ; the Ten Lepers ; Restora- 
tion to Life of Lazarus; Entrance into 
Jerusalem ; Institution of the Lord's Supper ; 
the taking Jesus Prisoner ; Jesus before the 
High Council and before Pilate ; Death and 
Burial of Jesus ; the Resurrection ; Appear- 
ance of Jesus to His Disciples ; the Ascen- 
sion. 

(6.) Explanation of passages and verses 
from the Bible. In one lesson every week 
there is a conversation about a passage or 
verse. Passages and verses are impressed 
upon the mind in the first year by the master 
giving out the passage or verse, while the 
pupils repeat it after him; in the second 
year, the pupils are instructed to learn by 
heart independently. 

Classes 6 and 6. — (a.) Bihle History. — 
Both classes treat of the following historical 
subjects, in addition to those that have 
already been treated, in the first half-year, 
from the Old Testament ; in the second from 
the New Testament : the Creation of the 
World ; the first Human Beings ; Noah ; the 
three progenitors of Israel ; Joseph ; Moses i 
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Ruth ; Samuel ; Saul ; David ; Solomon ; 
Nabotli's Vineyard ; Tobias; Jonas; Daniel; 
Job ; Presentation of Jesus in the Tismple ; 
John the Baptist's Works and his end ; the 
Centurion at Capernaum ; Jesus at the Pool of 
Bethesda ; the Canaanitish Woman ; Martha 
and Mary; the poor Widow; the Parables 
of the Sower, wheat and tares, false 
Steward, the Fig-tree, the rich Fool, Phari- 
see and Publican, the ten Virgins, the 
workers in the Vineyard, the Talents and 
the last Judgment ; Story of the Passion 
and Resurrection ; Pouring out of the Holy 
Ghost. 

(6.) Disciission of a religious subject. — In 
the eighth and seventh classes, the subject of 
religious conversation starts from a passage 
or verse; in the sixth and fifth a special 
religious subject is taken as starting-point, 
and passages, verses, Bible stories and ex- 
tracts from the Catechism, &c., are taken to 
explain it. 

For the sixth class, in the first half-year^ 
instruction about God's being, qualities and 
works, as well as our duties towards God, 
is to be given ; in the second half-year, con- 
duct towards ourselves and our fellow-men. 
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The following are the heads of subjects : 
Behaviour towards parents, brothers and 
sisters, and other persons living in the family ; 
towards masters and fellow-pupils ; care for 
one's own and health of others ; treatment of 
animals, kindness and courteousness towards 
mankind, sympathy, charity, peaceableness, 
forgiveness of injuries ; respect for the pos- 
sessions of another; habits of industry, 
economy, moderation, frugality, horror of 
slander and lying; abhorrence of wicked 
thoughts ; command over injurious and sinful 
desires and passions. 

The fifth class treats of what has been dis- 
cussed in the sixth class in the first half-year 
in a more condensed form, and adds to it the 
instruction about Jesus Christ. Jesus the 
Son of God, Jesus as worker of miracles, as 
. Teacher and Example, His Death, Resurrec- 
tion, and Ascension. Then in the second 
half-year it goes back to what was done in 
the same time in the sixth class, recalling the 
attention of the pupils to the lessons to be 
learnt from the consequences of good and 
evil ; to Death and the life after Death. 

Classes 4 and 3. (a.) Bihle History. — The 
Bible History is brought before the pupil as 
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a whole, or as a history of the Kingdom of 
God upon earth, in the fourth class the 
stories out of the Old, in the third, stories 
out of the New Testament. In the fourth 
class in addition, at the approach of the three 
great festivals, attention is to be drawn in 
some lessons to the stories relating to them, 
and in the third class to the extracts already 
treated, especially the Sermon on the Mount, 
the conversation of the Woman of Samaria, 
the remaining parables, and the most im- 
portant points out of the history of the 
Apostles. 

(6.) Instruction in the Catechism. — The 
religious conversations treat in the fourth 
class of the first division of the catechism, 
in the third class of the second divi- 
sion, and of the other chief divisions. At 
the proper part of the Commandments 
instruction is to be given about the life in 
the parish and in the State, about public 
spirit and love for one's country, about the 
happiness of family life and its disturbances ; 
about true and false pleasures of life ; about 
the value of health, and other possessions of 
earth ; how to gain them, retain them, and 
how to use them properly as opposed to the 
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misuse of them, and to the false view of life ; 
about the high preference of spiritual posses- 
sions (Trust in God, contentment with one's 
fate, looking forward with hope into the 
future, freedom from sinful desires and 
dangerous passions, peace with one's self and 
the world, quiet in the mind, a good con- 
science, &c.) in comparison with earthly 
possessions ; about self-knowledge, self- 
respect, and self-introspection, the processes 
of the mind, inclinations, desires, passions, 
and how to master them; in one word, about 
everything which, as far as it reaches their 
understanding, can arm them with true wis- 
dom of life and knowledge of the world, can 
fill them with good intentions and can awake 
and strengthen in them the feeling for the 
Truth, Right, and Virtue. 

With the third Division of the Catechism 
instruction about prayer is to be given, and 
what is suitable out of the fourth and fifth 
divisions for the pupils in this class is to be 
brought before them. 

Classes 2 and 1. (a.) Bible Beading. These 
lessons are not only on universal instruction 
about the Bible, its origin, arrangement, &c., ^^ 
about the contents of its historical bookirijj^^ 
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but also on the explanation of important 
passages from the Bible, e, g., of single 
psalms, and passages out of the apostolical 
epistles, as well as on the reading of one of 
t^ie gospels, and of the Acts of the Apostles, 
with the necessary explanations. 

(6.) Instruction in the Catechism. — ^Moral 
and Dogmatic Theology is to be taught in a 
two years' course. The instruction, which is 
to be given on the basis of the chief divisions 
of the Catechism, and of a number of Church 
hymns, differs from that of the fourth and 
third classes especially, by treating more in 
detail special points of instruction. To these 
belong instruction about taking an oath ; of 
the liturgy of the evangelical service ; of the 
festivals of the ecclesiastical year; of the 
duties towards superiors and one's country ; 
about suicide, chastity, the blessing of work, 
of honour and a good name, of providence, 
and of the evil in the world, of the person 
and work of Jesus Christ, of conversion, of 
the church, of repentance, of faith, of eternal 
life, of prayer, the Sacraments, &c. 
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II. ExEECiSEs IN Observation, Thinking, 

AND Speaking. 

The object of these exercises, which should 
especially pay attention to the formal culti- 
vation of the mind, aims (i.) at leading the 
pupils to a right and conscious use of their 
senses ; at habituating them to a certain 
order in contemplation and observation; at 
making them familiar with points of sight 
that are to be considered in observation 
(Form, colour, size, parts, chief and depen- 
dent parts, material, place, time, &c.), and 
to teach them how to name properly what 
they have seen and observed ; (ii.), to guide 
them to distinguish, according to different 
methods of classification, the essential from 
the unessential; to the formation of ideas 
(what the subject is, and in what it differs 
from others of the hke or a similar kind), 
and the ordering of things external to them- 
selves, as well as the ordering of ideas 
and conceptions within themselves, besides 
through the formation of universal concep- 
tions, to lay the foundation for an easier 
comprehension of the instruction in other 
Sciences. Such conceptions are, e. g. Reason 
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and manner of operation, cause and effect, 
ordering and dividing, reaKty, necessity, and 
practicability, that which can be done, which 
may be done, which mu^i be done, &c. 

The eighth class has to deal with that 
which comes under (i.), and the seventh 
with that which comes under (ii.). These 
serve as aids to observation: objects that 
are seen in nature, pictures, the recalhng to 
mind what has been observed before, de- 
scriptions, stories, &c. 

III. Reading. 

In all classes attention is to be paid to a 
pure, properly emphasized reading, with 
pauses at the right places, and the pupil is 
to be guided how to understand what he 
reads. 

Class 8. The pupils are taught by degrees 
to read the German print and handwriting. 
Here they begin to learn the Latin type. 

Class 7 and upwards. The capacity of 
the pupil for reading in regard to distinct- 
ness, the observation of stops, the empha- 
sizing of words, and the comprehension of 
what is read, goes on increasing in relative 
proportion. 
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IV. The German Language. 

Here the observations refer strictly to the 
German language. 

V. Exercises in Speaking. 

These have for object to make the pupils 
capable of a free verbal expression of their 
thoughts, so that the thoughts depend on 
one another, and are well arranged. 

They are prepared beforehand, in the 
lower and middle classes, by answers in 
complete sentences; through the repetition 
of stories that have been already heard or 
read ; through the putting together of sub- 
jects already treated, &c. 

In the second and first class they consist 
of the delivery of poems learnt by heart and 
spoken with proper expression, and of free 
rendering of easy extracts of prose, as well 
as of the free delivery of easy themes worked 
out by the pupil himself, and take place, not 
only in the lessons of language, but also in 
history, geography, and natural philosophy 
lessons. 
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VI. The French Language. 

(Only for the Buigeischulen.) 

This instruction has for object, in iU 
fovrhal bearing, to advance the linguistic edu- 
cation of the pupils in general, as well as 
their own native German, in particular, and 
in material bearing to lay the foundation for 
the capacity of making themselves inteUigible 
in writing and speaking French. 

A clear pronunciation is to be carefully 
attended to, care to be taken for the ever- 
increasing knowledge of words, and for 
special notice to be given to the regular ar- 
rangements of conversations. The written 
work begins in the first year of instruction. 
In the higher classes the reading of more 
important extracts begins. Longer pieces of 
prose and verse are to be learnt in proportion 
to the advancement of the knowledge of the 
pupil. 

Class 5. The sounds and letters. Present 
et pass6 indeflni of some regular verbs. Mas- 
culine and feminine substantives in singular 
and plural, as well as in connexion with the 
^eSnite and indefinite article, with the pos- 
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sessive and demonstrative pronouns. Some 
substantives with irregular plural. The 
numerals up to twenty. 

Class 4. Present et passe indeflni du verbe 
etre. The adjective, its change of gender 
and comparison. The numerals up to one 
hundred. 

Class 3. The Preposition. Declension of 
substantives, the simple and compound tenses 
of the Indicative and Conditional moods of 
the verbs in er, ir, and re. The form of the 
passive voice. 

The Numerals over a hundred. The 
Ordinals. 

Class 2. Repetition, especially of the con- 
jugations of the verbs in er, ir, and re. The 
adverb and the indefinite prepositions. Con- 
jugation of the verbs in evoir and of irregu- 
lar verbs. 

Class 1. L'article partitif, accusative and 
dative of the pronom personnel conjoint. Les 
verbes pronominaux. Interrogative and rela- 
tive pronouns. What is most important 
about the use of tenses and moods. 
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VII. Arithmetic. 

The object of the instruction in Arithmetic 
is to render the pupils capable of making 
with intelligence and readiness the calcula- 
tions which come before them in their life as 
citizens, and to lay the foundation for an 
eventual further education in this subject, 
after the ordinary school time. 

Class 8. Numeration from 1 to 10. 

Class 7. The four fundamental rules of 
Arithmetic in the scale from 1 to 1 00 ; in 
case of necessity with exception of exercises 
in which the multiplier or divisor exceed 5. 
Multiplication table 1 to 5. 

Class 6. That which was left out in 
CLass 7 (if found necessary to leave it out). 
The four elementary rules with simple (and 
compound) examples in the scale from 1 to 
1000. 

Multiplication table up to 10. 

[What is here, and throughout this and the 
next section placed in brackets is for boys 
in BUrgerschulen]. 

Class 5. The four fundamental rules of 
Arifchmetic with simple examples in the scale 
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of numbers from 1 to 1000, Addition and 
Subtraction (Multiplication and Division) 
with simple examples in numbers without 
any limit of scale. 

Class 4. Multiplication and Division with 
simple examples, Addition and Subtraction 
(Multiplication and Division) with compound 
examples without any limit of scale. (De- 
cimals.) 

Class 3. Multiplication and Division with 
compound examples in numbers without any 
limit of scale, and Multiplication and Division 
together. Decimals. Addition and Subtrac- 
tion (Multiplication and Division) of vulgar 

fractions. 

Class 2. Multiplication and Division of 
vulgar fractions. Simple rule of three to- 
gether with Partnership, Percentages and 
Interest (Compound Interest). 

The girls of Bezirksschulen are taught as 
far as simple rule of three. 

Class 1. — Compound rule of three. Part- 
nership and Interest, calculations of rent. 
Discount, division into proportional parts. 
Measurement of surface and cubic contents. 

For Girls of Bezirksschulen, use of simple 
rule of three. 
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VIII. Geometry. 

The iustruction in geometry should be to 
give an insight into simple rules of geometry 
suited to the understanding of the time of 
boyhood, as well as a readiness in the solving 
of practical examples which are based on the 
subject of instruction, and a capacity for 
representing the figures which belong to 
them. 

Class 3. — ^After demonstration of the con- 
ceptions of Space, Body, Surface, Line, 
Point, the instruction confines itself to the 
position of straight lines relative to one 
another. 

The position of two lines — parallels and 
non-parallels — lines meet at their extremities. 
The angle, measure, and kinds of angles 
(division of the circumference of a circle into 
360°) ; coincidence of the point of contact 
with the extremity of line ; adjacent angles ; 
lines cut one another ; opposite angles ; the 
position of 3 lines ; the line falling on 2 
parallels, and the angles thereby formed. 
Together with this, exercise in drawing of 
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straight lines, patterns, edges, &c., of figures 
exhibited. 

Class 2. — The Triangle ; the sum of the 
three angles ; division according to sides and 
angles ; adjacent and opposite angles ; the 
position of 4 lines — the Square ; sum of the 4 
angles ; the description of different kinds of 
4- sided figures according to the position of 
the sides ; Polygons ; sum of their angles ; 
regular and irregular. The conditions of 
equality in triangles ; the component parts 
of a triangle ; connexion between the sides 
and angles ; employment of triangles ; bisec- 
tion of sides and angles ; erection of 
perpendiculars ; the angles of isosceles and 
equilateral triangles ; the different kinds of 
Parallelograms and Trapeziums ; the angles 
in these ; adjacent and opposite angles ; 
diagonals, and the triangles made by them. 

With this, advanced exercise in geometrical 
drawing ; figures with circular lines, accord- 
ing to rule or invention ; construction of 
symmetrical figures, of simple series of 
figures and easy circular lines. 

Class 1. — Comparison of magnitude. Mea- 
surement of surface of straight line figures ; 
conversion of same into others of equal or 
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double area, &c., &c. (Extraction of square 
root.) 

The Circle. — Division of the circumference 
of the circle ; angles at the centre and at the 
circumferepce. Employment of the same. 
The Pythagorean proposition; employment 

of the same. 

GojnpaiHson of shapes. — Proportional lines ; 
resemblance of triangles and their use ; 
measurements with help of the same. 

Cubic measure. — Calculation of the cubic 
contents of simple geometrical bodies. 

Advanced exercises in drawing and con- 
struction. 

IX. Gkogeaphy. 

The instruction in this branch has for 
object to create in the pupil a distinct uni- 
versal picture of the earth as a body of the 
universe, and of the existing geographical 
conditions, and of the special conditions in 
union with them ; to bring before him a 
quantity of geographical knowledge necessary 
for the requirements of ordinary life ; to make 
him acquainted with the globes and maps 
which belong to this branch, and in this way 
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to lay in him a good foundation for eventual 
further studies in this subject. And as he 
acquires fresh knowledge he is to compare it 
with what he has already learnt, and to 
transfer his thoughts as far as possible 
from what has been used as a means of illus- 
tration to the reality. 

Class 6. The 'Rome. — The School-house^ 
nearest surroundings, street, section of the 
town, way to school. The divisions of the 
town, the chief streets, squares, buildings, 
monuments, &c. The four points of the 
compass, pointing them out in the school- 
room ; direction of the way to school, posi- 
tion of different points in the town, environs 
of the town, ways and direction of these to 
the nearest places; (The Elbe, with the 
Weisseritz and Priessnitz; direction of its 
course inside of town) ; plain, eminence^ 
wood; reference to the most ordinary ap- 
pearances in the heavens. 

Class 5. Excursions from the place of 
residence up and down the Elbe, to the 
boundary of the kingdom, the same on the 
railways to Schandau, Leipzig, Zittau, and 
Plauen, as well as along the chief roads 
which start from Dresden by which towns^ 
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rivers, mountains, neighbourhoods and plains 
are to be brought before the attention. 
Exercises in following out these lines of 
excursion on the map. Saxony; details 
about Saxony. 

Excursions into neighbouring countries as 
far as Prague, Teplitz, Hamburg, Breslau, 
Berlin, &c. Description of certain regions. 
Attention to be drawn to mountains, rivers, 
&c. The boundaries of Germany, and the 
countries round her in their order. 

Class 4. Saxony. — Repetition and ex- 
tension by means of reference to the size of 
the country, and number of inhabitants, 
more comprehensive observation of ranges of 
mountains, with their known heights and 
valleys, augmenting the knowledge of the 
names of rivers, going farther on the lines of 
railways, increase in the number of places to 
be known, attention to natural and artificial 
productions &c. 

Germany. — Size and number of inhabitants; 
constitution of the surface; the mountain- 
land of middle Germany, and the remaining 
principal ranges of mountains, with some of 
the highest and best known mountains. The 
]N"orth German plain, the land between the 
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range of mountains in middle Germany and 
the Alps, between the Black Forest and the 
Vosges Mountains. The six principal rivers 
with their tributaries and the towns worthy 
of note that lie on them ; Lakes ; some prin- 
cipal railways with attention to their route 
over rivers and ranges of mountains, or by 
the side of the same through countries and 
towns. 

Comparison between Saxony and Germany, 
in regard to farming and fruit culture, 
breeding of cattle, industry, commerce, 
beauty, and especially noticeable neighbour- 
hoods and places. 

Class 3. The earth in general. — Shape, 
size, motion, axis, pole, equator, north and 
south, east and west hemispheres, longitude 
and latitude, zones; divisions of the earth 
and chief oceans; position, limits, shape, 
comparison of sizes. 

Europe. — ^Position according to different 
relations, and in comparison with other 
divisions of the earth. Boundaries, organi- 
zation, peninsulas, divisions of the sea, 
islands. 

The countries in the order they come; 
composition of the surface ; chief ranges of 
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mountaiDS, high and low land; principal 
rivers, lakes, sea and river regions; phy- 
sical conditions ; Nations. 

Germany. — Constitution ; Consideration 
of the several states which compose the 
German Empire. Political, religious, and 
mercantile conditions. 

Class 2. The foreign divisions of the 
earth. — The larger divisions of ' sea which 
wash the countries and towns worthy of 
attention ; chief ranges of mountains and 
chief rivers ; Political, physical, and other 
special peculiarities that come forward into 
notice ; Products ; Islands ; Connexion with 
Europe. 

Europe. — Consideration of the several 
states, with special reference to Austria. 

Class 1. Universal observations with 
reference as far as possible to Saxony. Con- 
stitutions of states — specially of Saxony and 
the German empire; conditions of weather 
dependent on geographical conditions ; 
Geognosy ; diffusion of the plant and 
animal world, of the families of peoples, of 
languages and religions; commercial inter- 
course; power of single states; Cosmology 
(Astronomy); the planet-system; the earth 
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in its relations to the sun, and appearances 
which follow from this connexion, especially 
with reference to the seasons of the 'year, 
and the divisions of the day in the different 
regions of the earth, and to the tides of the 
sea, and direction of winds, &c. ; the moon ; 
size of the universe. 



X. History. 

As the instruction in geography is to 
extend the glance of the mind by giving it 
the idea of space^ so the extending of the 
pupil's intellectual horizon falls to the lot of 
history as next and most universal exercise 
with regard to time. Especially has it for 
object, to advance the belief in a divine 
ordering of things and moral ordering of the 
world ; the sentiment of truth and right, 
respect for law and order, love for prince and 
country, to awake public spirit and a willing- 
ness to make sacrifices, to inspire the pupil 
with what is noble and great, to bring to 
notice the causes of and requirements for the 
well-being of people, to lay open the mistakes 
that come before one's notice in history, from 
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ecclesiastical, political, and social standpoint, 
and as far as possible thereby to make the 
pupil capable of a reasonable comprehension 
and healthy judgment of our present condi- 
tions on these topics. 

Class 4. Pictures out of ancient History^ 
^c. — Something from the Grecian mythic 
age ; Babylonia and Syria ; the Phoenicians ; 
Cyrus ; Solon and Croesus ; Ancient Egypt ; 
Miltiades, Xerxes, Leonidas, and Themis- 
tocles ; Alexander the Great ; Foundation of 
Rome; Horatius Codes; Mucins Scaevola; 
Pyrrhus and Fabricius ; Hannibal ; the two 
Gracchi; Julius CaQsar ; Augustus; Destruc* 
tion of Jerusalem; Persecution of the 
Christians and spread of Christianity — Con- 
stantine the Great; the Roman universal 
empire ; Division of the same ; the Huns ; 
Decay of the west Roman empire; Mo- 
hammed; Spread of Islam; the early 
Germans ; Hermann ; Bonif acius ; Charles 
the Great; Lewis the German; Henry I.; 
Otto I. 

Class 3. Saxon History according to chro- 
nological table, bringing forward the most 
important persons and events, and, in addi- 
tion, extracts out of universal and especially 
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German liistory, which are connected or con- 
temporaneous with them. 

Foundation of the March of Meissen ; 
the early inhabitants ; Conrad of Wettiri, 
&c. ; Henry IV. and Gregory VII. ; the 
first Crusade ; extracts from the history of the 
Hohenstaufens ; Chivalry ; the Commercial 
League ; Rudolph of Habsburg ; extracts 
from the history of Thuringia, and the elec- 
torate of Saxony; Huss and the Hussite 
war ; Maximilian I. ; discoveries and inven- 
tions ; Luther and the reformation ; the 
Thirty years' war ; the Turks before Vienna ; 
the Great Elector; the Northern war; the 
Seven years' war ; the German war of inde- 
pendence, and the wars of 1866, 1870, and 
J871. 

Class 2. Ancient History and History of the 
Middle Ages. 

German history steps in the foreground, 
and is to be treated as far as possible as a 
whole. 

The most important intellectual nations of 
Asia and Africa ; Ancient Greek legends ; 
Grecians and Persians ; Athens and Sparta; 
Grecian culture ; the time of Alexander the 
Great; Eome's extension over Italy; Rome 
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and Carthage; Rome's inner decay; the 
Roman Empire; divisions of the same; the 
wandering of nations; Islam and its ex- 
tension ; the Frank Empire ; Rise of the 
Papal Power ; Foundation of the German 
Empire; the Saxon Emperors; the Franks 
and Hohenstaufens; the Crusades; Con- 
dition of the Middle Ages; Decay of the 
Church; Rudolph of Habsburg; State of 
literature, and of the world in the 1 4th and 
15th centuries. 

Class 1. Modern and contemporary History. 
— The Reformation, its causes, consequences, 
and extension ; Wars of religion in Germany 
and France in the 16th century. Time of 
Philip II. and Elizabeth — the Thirty years* 
war; the English Revolution. Time of 
Louis XIV. — Mental and moral state, in- 
ventions and discoveries of the 16th and 17th 
centuries. Peter the Great — Characteristics 
of the 18th century; War of Independence 
in America; the French Revolution. Napo- 
leon I. — The German War of Independence ; 
the time from 1815 to 1848; Important 
events outside Germany ; the Franco-German 
War; the new German Empire; Character- 
istics of the 19th century. 



Natural Science. ^ 7J 



XI. Natural Science. 

The instruction in Natural Science is sub- 
divided into description of Nature, and Phy- 
sics. Under the last are also to be treated 
the most important chemical phenomena, 
which are necessary for the comprehension 
of Mineralogy, and of the physiological part 
of Zoology and Botany. 

(a.) Description of Nature. — The object 
and aim of this instruction is the attainment 
of knowledge of the external and internal 
organization, of what is useful and harmful 
in natural objects ; the rendering the senses 
more acute through careful observation; 
the strengthening the power of thought by 
the division and classification of natural ob- 
jects according to the characteristics dis- 
covered in them; awakening of the power 
of perception of beauties of nature; and 
augmenting the religious feeling through the 
recognition of the Divine greatness and ma- 
jesty in creation. 

The instruction begins with the description 
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of single objects of nature. This is con- 
tinned as far as Class 4. Through progres- 
sive comparison of the natural bodies that 
have been described, a summary of the subject 
treated of is to be prepared at the close of a 
given natural kingdom. 

In Classes 3 and 2 grouping and arrange- 
ment of natural objects will be taken up ; in 
Class 1, the inner organization of the living 
natural object, and the science of construc- 
tion of the earth, is to be treated. 

Classes 6 and 5. — In Class 6, only familiar 
objects which are met with in our own 
country are to be discussed; in Class &, 
foreign animals too. The observation of 
plants takes place in summer, of animals in 
winter. (Names of plants, trees, and animals 
recommended for description in Class 6). 

Class 4. — Natural subjects are now to be 
treated out of those groups, which have re- 
mained in the previous classes without 
specimens for observation, or which afford 
greater difficulty for observation through the 
synthesis or obscurity of their parts, or 
through comparison afford as well oppor- 
tunity for going over again that which has 

en treated in the previous class, as also 
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for preparation for the next class. Here im- 
portant foreign plants come to be described. 

About 25 hours are to be given to 
Botany, 35 to Zoology, and 20 to Minera- 
logy- 

Classes 3 and 2. — ^What has been acquired 

up to now will be extended to a putting to- 
gether objects of nature according to classes, 
families, and species. 

In Class 3, vertebral animals, the most 
important families of plants with dicotyle- 
donous seeds, and the simple minerals, are 
to be treated predominantly. 

In Class 2, the animals without vertebrae, 
the monocotyledonous and cryptogamous 
plants, and the mixed minerals, or different 
kinds of mountains. 

About 14 hours are to be given to Plants, 
20 to Animals, and 6 to Minerals. 

Class 1. — The description of nature con- 
cludes with the physiology of the animal 
and vegetable kingdoms, with special re- 
ference to the human body, and with geo- 
logy. 

(&.) Physics. — The physical instruction in 
Class 3 limits itself to the description of the 
phenomena which are easy to be illustrated 
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by means of experiment, and wbicli con- 
tinually come before the pupils in nature, in 
their household, and in their business. The 
diflBculty of the ^eatment lies in the obser- 
vation of the phenomena, less in the discovery 
of the laws. 

In Classes 2 and 1 come single divisions 
of Physics, to be treated in such a way that 
the laws be found out from phenomena of 
the same kind, and a progress to what is 
more difl&cult ; and a repetition of what has 
been acquired in the class below is to be 
made possible by means of the separation 
of each single subdivision in at least two 
courses. 

Class 3. — The primary instruction in this 
class has to consider the following : — 

Extension of bodies (measures of length, 
surface, cube) ; space and impenetrability 
(diving-bell); divisibility, plumb-line, gravity, 
weight (scales, lever) ; adhesion and cohe- 
sion; whether the body is solid, liquid, or 
gaseous; power of inertness; elasticity of 
the air (pop-gun, blow-pipe, bellows). 

Pressure of the air (Barometer, Siphon, 
Suction-barometer, squirt, suction pump), 
ir-pump; production of heat through 
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friction and through the rays of the sun ; 
extension of bodies by heat ; Thermometer, 
rising of heated air, a%»-balloon, shaft; 
melting, boiling, steaming and evaporating, 
condensation of steam (mist, cloud, rain, 
snow) ; surface of water in tubs ; communi- 
cation-pipes, fountains; swimming; loss of 
weight of bodies in water; qualities of 
water; decomposition of it into its compo- 
nent parts, oxygen, hydrogen; the compo- 
nent parts of air, nitrogen, carbon, carbonic 
acid gas. 

Class 2. — Magnetism : Natural and arti- 
ficial magnets, polarity, attraction and re- 
pulsion, divisions of magnets. Frictional 
electricity. — Acoustics : origin, kinds, trans- 
mission, velocity, intensity, reflection of 
sound. 

Optics. — Objects that give out light and 
objects that are dark. Transmission in a 
straight line. Transparency, power of illu- 
mination, celerity, reflection, flat looking- 
glass, morning and evening twilight, refrac- 
tion of light, prismatic refraction of hght, 
mirage, splitting-up of colours, rainbows. 
Thermology and meteorology come as con- 
clusion. 
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Chemistry. — The inorganic bodies, their 
connexion and technological use. 

Class 1. — Mechanics: the mechanical con- 
ditions of solid, liquid, and gaseous bodies ; 
magnetism, declination and inclination, earth 
magnetism, galvanism , electro-magnetism, 
telegraphy, inductive electricity. — Acoustics : 
Sound and its vibrations, musical instru- 
ments, organ of voice, and organ of hearing. 
Optics : reflection of light by means of curved 
mirror, refraction of light by lenses, optical 
instruments, process of sight, chemical 
agency of light (photography.) 

As Physics only begin in the second class 
for girls, the subjects of instruction of the 
third class for boys are to be taken in the 
second class for girls (magnetism, frictional 
electricity, acoustics, and optics). But in the 
first girls' class, thermology is to be united 
with the subjects of the boys' first class. 



XII. Weiting. 

The aim of the instruction in Writing is the 
attainment of a clear, pleasant, and free hand- 
writing, as well as the formation of the sense 
^f shape and beauty. 
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The use of the black board or of the copy- 
book for giving copies, as also the use of 
drawing copies, follows aFways according to 
requirement. In all written work the pupil 
is to be careful to write well. 

Then follow the rules for Writing. First, 
they learn the German form ; and in the 
Biirgerschulen they begin in the fifth class, 
and in the Bezirksschulen in the fourth, to 
learn the English (or Roman) letters. 



XTII. Drawing. 

The aim of this instruction is to acquire 
the capacity for making correct and tidy out- 
lines of simple natural bodies, instruments, 
tools, &c., comprehension of light and shade, 
and capacity for representation. 

Class 4. — The straight line in different di- 
rections, lengths, and connexions. Practice 
in the representation of straight-lined geo- 
metrical primitive forms. 

Class 3. — The curved line. The curvilinear 
geometrical primitive forms. Use of the 
curved line in elementary ornamentation. The 
pupils, up to now, work together. Pic^i5^\R.<^ 

G 1 
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in representation of curved lines from orna- 
mental models. 

Classes 2 and 1. — Drawing from bodies 
with flat surfaces without shading. The 
elements of perspective. Drawing from or- 
namental models and bodies with curved 
surfaces. Elements of the art of light and 
shade. Employment of this art by repre- 
sentation of bodies. Drawing from models 
in plaster of Paris. 

In the girls' classes the instruction in 
Drawing follows an analogous course, with 
omission of what is more useful for boys, 
and with special attention, in the first and 
second classes, to what can be employed in 
needlework, to what is practical, and what 
developes the taste; ornamental figures, 
leaves, flowers, fruits. 

XIV. Singing. 

In all classes particular attention is to be 
paid to a good expression of sound, and to a 
good pronunciation of the words, as the 
pupils are to practise the catching of the 
tone-intervals, going from what is easy to 
lil^ whB^t 18 difficult. In. tloioae daa^es for which 
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special singing lessons are not arranged, at 
least a few easy little songs of less compass 
are to be taught according to opportunity, 
and simple exercises in formation of tone to 
be given. 

From the third class and upwards can 
singing in two parts begin. Singing in three 
parts is, even in the first class, only in a few 
exceptional cases to be allowed. 

Chorales are to be sung in all classes 
without the accompaniment of a second voice, 
and according to the Naumann choral-book. 
It is recommended that the higher classes 
sing from notes. (Then follows a list of the 
chorales which are to be learnt in the 
several classes). Volkslieder are also to be 
learnt by heart ; and the school has the choice 
of extending the choice of hymns and songs 
and increasing the number learnt. 



XV. Gymnastics. 

The instruction in Gymnastics is to pro- 
mote, on the one hand, health, strength, 
activity, and general bearing of the body ; on 
the other, the sense of order, self-command, 



86 Elementary Education in Saxo7iy. 

courage in action, and youthful gaiety. All 
exercises are to be made with grace, the 
strength being kept under perfect control. 
Then follow the subjects for each class. 
Gymnastics begin with the fourth class. 

Observation. — For the gymnastic instruc- 
tion of the girls a suitable selection is taken. 



XVI. Needlewoek. 

The following are taught : — 

(a.) Knitting till the pupil can knit a 
stocking herself, (b.) Sewing till the pupil 
can make up a shirt that has been cut out. 
(c.) Marking, (d.) Embroidering names ; and 
up to Class 5, knitting ; for Class 4 and up- 
wards, sewing; and in Classes 2 and 1, to- 
gether with sewing, marking and embroidery 
of names. (Sewing includes, mending, darn- 
ing, and patching.) 



ft. 
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WORK TO BE DONE AT HOME. 

Class 8. — From day to day reading 
through a number of words, and later, a 
certain number of lines in the book, and 
writing a few lines of a letter of the alphabet, 
and later on, words. 

Class 7. — A verse to be learnt every week 
by heart. An extract from the reading-book 
to be read through, and two lines of print to 
be copied out on the slate from one lesson to 
another. One line of print to be copied out 
every week, in a copy-book, in the second 
half of the school-year. 

Class 6. — A verse from the Bible and from 
a song, or from a small poem, to be learnt by 
heart ; four lines of print to be copied out in 
a copy-book, and an exercise in style, every 
week. From one lesson to another, words 
or short sentences, according to the standard • 
of what has been explained in the grammar 
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lesson. In addition, one example in arith- 
metic from one lesson to another. 

Class 5. — Two passages from the Bible, 
and a verse of a song or small piece of poetry, 
to be learnt by heart ; six lines in print to 
be copied out, and an exercise in style, every 
week. Words or short sentences to be copied 
out, from one grammar lesson to another. A 
few arithmetic examples from one lesson to 
another. In the Biirgerschulen, in addition, 
are some French vocabularies to be learnt, 
and some lines of French to be read through, 
from one French lesson to another. 

Classes 4 and 3. — Every week, from two 
to three verses from the Bible, one to two 
verses from a song, and a short extract from 
the Catechism, or of a poem, are to be learnt 
by heart, and an essay in style to be written. 
Grammatical exercises to be written out, and 
some examples, from one lesson to another. 
(For Biirgerschulen : French exercises, and 
essays in the geometrical copy-book, from 
one lesson to another.) 

Classes 2 and 1. — Some passages from 
the Bible, verses of songs, and an extract 
from the Catechism or of a poem, to be learnt 
by heart every week, as well as an essay in 
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style. A longer time may be allowed for 
loncrer essays. Examples from one lesson to 
another. In Biirgerschulen, the additions 
mentioned in the subjects for Classes 4 
and 3. 
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